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objection to the present scheme, I cio not know why the 
personal feelings of London graduates should stand in the way 
of a great national reform—of a national development of higher 
education—when in the scheme, as I shall presently show, their 
rights and interests, such as they are, are most carefully and 
most securely preserved. There is a further objection brought 
forward which we shall no doubt hear of from the right hon. 
baronet, the member for the University of London, anti that is 
a claim that the Convocation of London should have a veto 
upon any scheme which Parliament may enact for the purpose 
of developing the University of London. That claim is based 
upon Article 21 of the charter, which says that if a new or 
supplemental charter is given by the Crown to the University of 
London, the power of accepting it shall be exercised by the 
Convocation of the University. The answer to that is, first of 
all, that this is a restriction which applies to the charter and 
not to the action of this House. The Crown may very properly 
restrain its own power of granting any further charter, but it 
cannot restrain the power of the Houses of Parliament.” 

Sir John Gorst proceeded to point out how carefully the 
objections and fears of those who are opposed to this Bill have 
been met in the scheme which has been laid before Parliament. 
He said :— 

“I am informed that there is a genera agreement among 
learned and scientific men, not only in this country, but in the 
whole of the civilised world, that in the highest parts of pro¬ 
gressive science the attainments of students cannot be tested 
unless the teachers have some voice in setting the subjects of 
examination. That being the danger to be guarded against, the 
Bill appoints seven Commissioners by whom the statutes of the 
new University are to be framed. The Commissioners are Lord 
Davey ; the Bishop of I .ondon ; Sir William Roberts, a medical 
doctor and a Fellow of the University of London ; Sir Owen 
Roberts, who is well known as having taken an active part in 
the spread of modern education ; my hon. colleague the senior 
member for Cambridge University (Prof. Jebb) ; Michael Foster ; 
and Edward Henry Busk, chairman of Convocation of the Uni¬ 
versity of London. These Commissioners are constituted to 
frame the statutes for the purpose of carrying out the general 
scheme of the commission—that is, to so modify the existing 
University of London that it may fulfil the functions of a teaching 
University. I think the House may very well trust men like 
those 1 have named to frame statutes that will be in accordance 
with the best interests of education.” 

“The Government recommend this Bill to the House. It is not 
their scheme ; it is a scheme which is the result of very long 
controversy and of a great deal of compromise, of give-and-take 
on the part of the various bodies, and they think it is a satis¬ 
factory conclusion of a very long discussed question. Itwillgive 
a teaching University to London in the only way in which it can 
be given—namely, by the modification of the constitution of the 
existing University, and, in doing this, so far from injuring the 
existing University, it will increase its utility and its reputation.” 

Mr. Harwood moved an amendment for the rejection of the 
Bill, and Mr. Voxail seconded it, but their views received little 
sympathy. 

In speaking against the bill, Sir John Lubbock said those who 
had opposed the Bill had done so on four main grounds : first, 
that the result might be to imperil the position of science ; 
secondly, that it might put the country colleges and private 
students at a disadvantage as compared with the candidates 
from London colleges ; thirdly, that it might tend to lower the 
-tandard of the degrees ; and, fourthly, that it took away the 
right at present possessed by his constituents to veto any change 
which in their judgment would interfere with the great work 
being carried on in the University. Ilis objections were fully 
answered by Mr. Bryce, who, in the course of his remarks not only 
reminded his right hon. friend that Convocation had approved 
of the scheme, but also Slid that he should deny that Convoca¬ 
tion had any more moral right than legal right to say what 
should be done with the University of lxrndon. He appealed 
to hon. members present who knew something both of the 
University of Oxford and of Cambridge, and he did not hesitate 
to say that the reforms which were passed some forty years ago 
with the greatest possible benefit and advantage both to the 
country and those Universities would never have been passed at 
all if the decision had rested with Convocation. I lis right hon. 
friend had set up, on behalf of the London University, a claim 
which was never listened to for a moment in that House in the 
case of the ancient Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. lie 
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submitted that they were* not in juring the existing graduates. They 
were going to make the University a far more jxwerfuland digni¬ 
fied body, and, incidentally, to enhance the value of her degrees. 
On a view of the whole matter it could not be shown that any 
injury at all would be done to the existing University. The 
work of teaching was incomparably more important than the 
work of examining. Much superstition attached to the degree ; 
it was not so important as many people were inclined to believe ; 
its value was as a test of teaching and stimulus to study, and the 
more it was made subordinate to teaching the better for educa¬ 
tion. For a long time the Bill had been wanted, for many 
schemes had been tried and had failed, and this scheme had 
received almost unanimous support from the teaching bodies 
and the approval of leading scientific men anxious to have a 
teaching University in London. He could not conceive that 
there was any foundation for the fear that science teaching or 
science examination would suffer ; that was the last danger into 
which the new Senate would be likely to fall. All who had the 
well-being of University teaching at heart, who desired the 
extension of technical education with better facilities for the 
humbler classes of the community should unite in support of the 
scheme, which was approved by both political parties, and he 
earnestly hoped the House would accept it. 

After other speeches the amendment was by leave withdrawn, 
and the Bill was read a second time, and referred to the Standing 
Committee on Law. 


THE ART AND SCIENCE BUILDINGS AT 
SOUTH KENSINGTON\ 

\ 'THE agitation against the new departure of the 
I Government in relation to the proposed extensions 

I of the Science and Art Buildings at South Kensington 
| grows apace. 

I Following upon the Report of the Select Committee 
of the House of Commons, and the Memorial addressed 
to Lord Salisbury by the President and Council and 
many Fellows of the Royal Society, comes still another 
Memorial, this time from the Royal Academy, and 
already signed by the President and Council and many 
members of the Royal Academy, with other representa¬ 
tives of Art, strongly urging that the policy stated in 1890 
should be adhered to. 

The Royal Academy memorial runs as follows:— 

Memorial to the Most Honourable the Marquis of Salisbury , 
K. G ., F. R. S. y Premier and Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs. 

Whereas in 1890 Parliament voted 100,000/. for the purchase 
of a site at South Kensington upon which to erect suitable 
buildings for the Science Museum of the Department of Science 
and Art, and for the extension of its science schools, in accord¬ 
ance with the recommendations of the Royal Commission, over 
which the Duke of Devonshire presided in 1874, as well as of 
various committees and other high scientific authorities, and of a 
Treasury committee appointed in 1889. 

And whereas when in 1891 the Government had proposed to 
erect an art gallery on the site, a memorial, signed by the 
president and officers of the Royal Society and representatives of 
the Universities of Oxford, Cambridge, and of many other 
learned bodies both in London and in the provinces, was ad¬ 
dressed to your lordship, showing cause why the site should not 
thus be allocated. 

And whereas the scheme was withdrawn, and it was stated 
by the late Right Hon. W. II. Smith, M.P., in the House of 
Commons on April 16, 1891, that the “ Government has at 
disposal more than three acres of vacant land facing the 
Imperial Institute, and considerable areas beyond to the south 
of the present Southern Galleries. A portion of these vacant 
lands can be utilised for the extension of the College of Science 
and for the future growth of the science collections. Additions 
to the College of Science must, in any case, take the form of 
a separate building divided from the present building by Exhi¬ 
bition Road”; while the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 
Right Hon. G. J. Goschen, informed the deputation which 
waited on the Lord President of the Council in May 1891, that 

we hope to bring science into one centre fronting the Imperial 
Institute.” 
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And whereas this arrangement which left the ground on the 
east of Exhibition Road for the extension of the Art Museum 
has been generally accepted since 1876, when the Royal Com¬ 
mission for the Exhibition of 1851 offered land and a building 
with a view of carrying out the recommendations of the Duke 
of Devonshire’s Commission in 1874 to provide the needed 
accommodation for science at South Kensington. 

And whereas we are informed that this arrangement is in 
danger of being altered by the erection of science buildings on 
the east side of Exhibition Road. 

We, the undersigned members of the Royal Academy and 
■others practising various branches of the arts as a profession, 
desire most respectfully to express to your lordship our strong 
opinion that it is desirable to adhere to the former policy, which 
has been acted upon and publiciy acknowledged by the Govern¬ 
ment since 1890, considering the urgent need of much addi¬ 
tional space even for the present art collections of the South 
Kensington Museum, and the necessity for making some pro¬ 
vision for their proper development, we are convinced that any 
attempt to provide on the east side of Exhibition Road for the 
necessary expansion of the science buildings will render it 
impossible to meet the future requirements of the industrial 
arts, for the promotion of which the South Kensington Museum 
was founded. We also feel that in praying your Lordship to 
reserve for art that portion of the land which still remains 
vacant on the east of Exhibition Road, we are not making an 
exorbitant demand. The whole plot of ground belonging to 
the Government on that side is much smaller than that devoted 
to the Natural History Museum, which only represents one 
branch of science without either teaching or applications, 
while the space on the east of Exhibition Road has to provide 
not only for the Art Museum, but also for the administrative 
offices of the Department of Science and Art, the Royal College 
of Art, and part of the Royal College of Science. 

We hope to be able to give the full list of signatures 
next week. 


NOTES. 

At the annual meeting of the Royal Society for the election 
of Fellows, held on Thursday last, the following were elected 
into the Society Mr. H. E. Baker, Prof. E. W. Brown, Dr. 
Alexander Buchan, Mr. S. E. I farmer, Mr. Arthur Lister, 
Lieut.-General C. A. McMahon, Prof. W. Osier, lion. C. A. 
Parsons, Prof. Thomas Preston, Prof. E. Wavmouth Reid, Mr. 
Alexander Scott, Mr. A. C. Seward, Mr. W. A. Shenstone, Mr. 
II. M, Taylor, and Mr. James Wimshurst. The certificates of 
these new Fellows, setting forth the scientific work accomplished 
by each, were reprinted in Nature of May 12. 

The ladies’conversazione of the Royal Society was held on 
Wednesday in last week, and was attended by a large and 
brilliant assembly. Most of the objects and experiments which 
wore shown at the conversazione were exhibited at the soiree 
held at the beginning of May ; and as these have already been 
described in Nature (p. 61), it is unnecessary to refer to them 
again. The exhibit which attracted the greatest amount of 
attention was the spectrum of krypton, the new constituent of 
atmospheric air, discovered by Prof. Ramsay and Mr. Travers. 

Prof. H. A. Lorentz, of Leyden, and M. Emile Picard, 
of Paris, have been elected, by the London Mathematical 
Society, honorary foreign members, in succession to the late 
Profs. Brioschi and Hertz. 

When Hutton published the two volumes of his famous 
“ Theory of the Earth,” in 1795, he left a third in manuscript, 
which was declared by his friend and biographer, Playfair, to be 
necessary for the completion of the subject. Yet this important 
contribution to science has not only never been published, but 
seems to have almost passed out of mind. Sir Archibald Geikie 
last year set inquiries on foot with the view of trying to trace the 
lost manuscript. A portion of the volume, comprising Chapters 
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iv. to ix., came into the possession of Leonard Horner, who 
eventually presented it to the library of the Geological Society of 
London, where it has remained since 1856. But every effort to 
discover the rest of the work has hitherto failed. At Sir 
Archibald’s request, the Society has agreed to publish the six 
chapters in its possession, each of which is complete in itself; 
and he is now engaged in preparing the work for the press. The 
chapters contain some interesting narratives of Hutton’s journeys 
in Scotland in search of illustrations of his theory. In particular, 
they include his account of the celebrated visit to Glen Tilt, 
where he found the granite veins which filled him with such 
exuberant delight that his guides were convinced he must have 
discovered a vein of silver or gold. They contain also an 
account of an expedition into Galloway, and a remarkably full 
description of the geology' of the island of Arran. The volume 
will be interesting to geologists as a continuation of one of the 
great classics of their science. 

As the two last nominations of foreign knights of the Prussian 
Order pour le mirite have fallen to British subjects, it may be 
of interest to give a list of the existing members. The Order 
received its French title from its founder, Frederick the Great, 
who, as is well known, had a partiality for that language. It 
was at first given for military services only, but its statutes were 
remodelled in 1842 by King Frederick William IV., and the 
class “fur Wissenschaften und Kiinste” was instituted. The 
German knights of this class, with whom the election into the 
Order practically rests, are limited to thirty in number, and at 
present are : A. Menzel, Chancellor; T. Mommsen, Vice- 
Chancellor ; the other members in the order of election being, 
in the Section of Science: R. W. Bunsen, Max Miiller, E„ 
Zeller, T. Noeldeke, J. V. du Vernois, A. Auwers, E. Pfliiger, 
II. Vogel, A. v. Baeyer, O. Fiirst v. Bismarck, F. Kohlrausch, 
II. Grimm, H. Brunner, A. v. Kdlliker, H. Usener, W. Hittorf, 
A. Weber, C. Neumann and Schwendener. In the Section of 
Art: L. Knaus, A. Achenbach, J. Schilling, R. Begas, F. 
Schaper, E. v. Gebhardt, H. Ende and A. Hildebrand. The 
foreign knights, limited to the same number, are, in the Section 
of Science : O. v. Boethlingk, C. Ilermite, Sir G. G. Stokes, 
N. A. E. v. Nordenskjiild, M. Berthelot, O. v. Struve, Lord 
Kelvin, Lord Lister, V. Jagic, P. Villari, II. Kern, J. G. 
Agardh, M. J. de Goeje, G. V. Schiaparelli, F. Imhoof-Biumer, 
1 - H. van ’t Hoff, A. O. Kowalevsky, W. Stubbs (Bishop of 
Oxford), O. Montelius, Sir John Murray and Sir W. H. Flower. 
In the Section of Art : L. Alma Tadema, G. Verdi, G. Monte- 
verde, E. Wauters, I, Passini and F. Pradilla. 

A SI'ECIAI. meeting of the Royal Geographical Society will be 
held on Monday, June 27, at 4 30 p.m., when Prof. Elisce 
Reclus will describe his plans for the construction and erection 
of a great terrestrial globe on the scale of I : 500,000 (8 miles to 
an inch) The president, Sir Clements R. Markham, K.C.B., 
F. R.S., will occupy the chair. The subject is one which will 
interest both geographers and engineers. 

The Royal Commission for the Paris Exhibition of 1900 are 
now prepared to circulate information respecting the exhibition. 
The classification and rules for exhibitors, together with forms 
of application for space, can be obtained by applying to the 
Secretary of the Royal Commission, Paris Exhibition 1900, 
St. Stephen’s House, Westminster, S.W. 

In connection with the seventieth meeting of the Society of 
German Naturalists and Physicians, to be held at Dtisseldorf in 
September, a series of exhibitions of scientific apparatus and 
objects has been arranged. An exhibition of objects illustrating 
the history of medicine and science will be open from July to the 
end of September. An exhibition of apparatus and photographs 
illustrating scientific applications of photography will commence 
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